Tuesday, April 30, 1996

THE OBSERVER

NoTre DAME OFFICE: P.O. Box QQ, Notre Dame, IN 46556 (219) 631-7471
SAINT MARY'S OFFICE: 309 Hagar. Notre Dame, IN 46556 (219) 284-5365

1996-97 General Board
Editor-in-Chief
Elizabeth Foran

|
.

— — —-

Photo Editor .....ccccooccnerrveces Michael Ruma

Managing Editors Business Manager

Patricia Carson Matt Casey

Tom Roland
News Editor ...........ccvveunnnnns Brad Prendergast  Advertising M. Ellen Ryan
Viewpoint Editor.., «o.Meaghan Smith  Ad Design M Jed Peters
Sports Editor ... . Timothy Sherman ~ Production Manager.....................Tara Grieshop
Accent Editor.... ....Joey Crawford “{ Manager.. Sean Gallavan
Saint Mary's Edito ..Caroline Blum  Controller ........oiuneninnisinenncnns Tyler Weber

The Observer is the independent newspaper published by the students of the University of Notre
Dame du Lac and Saint Mary’s College. It does not necessarily reflect the policies of the administra-
tion of cither institution. The news is reported as accurately and objectively as possible. Unsigned edi-
torials represent the opinion of the majority of the Editor-in-Chief, Managing Editor, News Editor,
Viewpeint Editor, Accent Editor, Photo Editor, Sports Editor, and Saint Mary's Edivor.
Commentarics, letters and Inside Columns present the views of the authors, and not necessarily those
of The Observer. Viewpoint space is available to all members of the Notre Dame/Saint Mary's com-
munity and to all readers. The free expression of varying opinions through letters is encouraged.

ot ri Li
Editor-in-Chief 631-4542 Business Office 631-5313
Managing Editor/Viewpoint 631-4541 Advertisin 631-6900/8840
Sports 631-4543 Sys(cms/NFarkcxing Dept. 631-8839

ews/Photo 631-5323  Office Manager 631-7471
Accentd/Saint Mary's 631-4540 Fax 631-6927
Day Editor/Production 631-5303  Viewpoint E-Mail Viewpoint.1@nd.edu
General Information 631-7471 Ad E-Mail observer@darwin.cc.nd.edu

B Ano In THis CoRNER

Appalling ends: The parting shot across the bow

Now that it's the end of the semester
as we know it, and therefore my last col-
umn of this academic year, 1 thought it
only appropriate that | summarize
everything I've learned in this, my first
year at Notre Dame:

» There is but One God, and Lou Holtz
is his prophet.

* There is but One Student Life
Tyrannical Overlord, and her name is
Patty O'tlara.

Matthew
Apple

e You, too, can start your very own
rechts-radikalen “good news” magazine.
All you need is a prelature and a dream.

* Diversity is tolerated in all its forms,
as long as the tolerated don’t demand
any respect from the rest of us.

* There exists no cold and rainy day
that gusts of 40 mph can’t make even
more miserable.

e There really isn't anything to do in
South Bend other than to drink.

['ve often been accused of sensational-
ism; I've been told that | seem to write
“controversial” columns just to get a rise
out of people.

There are two primary reasons | write
this column, First and foremost, I like to
write. It's that simple. 1 like to express
my own opinions, misinformed or other-
wise, because it's fun o spew. Il some-
times happens that people find my opin-
ions “controversial” — though, all things
considered, it’s not too difficult to be
considered “controversial” at God’s

College.

It’s always surprising to me how
afraid people in general are of differ-
ences. Different cultures, different politi-
cal viewpoints, different preferences
(religious, sexual, sports teams) — peo-
ple tend to react to the unknown or the
inexperienced through fear or hatred.

I suppose that’s the second reason |
write this column — to remind people
cloistered here that Notre Dame is not
the be-all or end-all of humanity. It has
been remarked to me (mostly via email,
which allows anyone to speak their
mind without the annoyance of having
to talk in person) that students came
here, to Notre Dame, to “get away from
you people,” i.e., to run away from “lib-
erals.” (I suspect the real reason these
people came here is because their dad-
dies had the money to send them.)

[ never claimed to represent the “lib-
eral establishment” — in fact, [ was
unaware that there was one in the good
ole U S of A. If anything, this country is
among the most politically conservative
of the current Western democracies. It
has been fairly conservative for most of
its history (not that there’s anything par-
ticularly wrong with that; the US just
tends toward gradual rather than
abrupt social and political changes.)

I obviously don't associate myself with
anything conservative, or else Notre
Dame would surely have welcomed me
with open motherly arms. I tend to con-
sider myself more in the middle, and, as
usual, those in the middle get it from
both sides.

I suppose it would be easier for me to
side with one camp or another, or to
side with one religion of another, or one
major interpretation or another. But I
don’t. I prefer to remain a free agent for
now, a “free thinker,” with somewhat
anarchist opinions (in the sense of

Bakunin and Kropotkin, not the
Unabomber — though obviously this is
an extremely complicated subject which
I won't get into right now.)

“Free thought,” or “intellectualism,”
seems to be a much-frowned upon con-
cept at Notre Dame. Or, at least, Notre
Dame grudgingly tolerates it, so long as

¢ Actually, that would be a

third reason why I
write: to try to make people
think. If there’s one thing I
can’t stand, it’s the appalling
indifference and unquestion-
ing attitude some people have
here . . . Blind acceptance,
even in faith, leads to black
and white attitudes, the con-
cept that in the world things
are either wrong and right, A
and B, Us or Them . .’

the individuals in question agree not to
make waves and to adopt a “Christian”
outlook (whatever that means — whole-
sale cultural butchery, religious intoler-
ance, and regicide are among the more
vicious aspects of the historical Christian
outlook, but people always seem to non-
chalantly skip over glaring hypocrisy).
Actually, that would be a third reason
I write: to try to make people think. If
there’s one thing I can’t stand, it's the
appalling indifference and unquestion-

ing attitude some people here have. |
suppose this would also apply to people
in general, but, of course, people in gen-
eral don’t read my column. Blind accep-
tance, even in faith, leads to black and
white attitudes, the concept that in the
world things are either wrong and right,
A or B, Democrat or Republican, Us or
Them, “Christian” or “heathen,” “God”
or the “Devil,” Coke or Pepsi (sorry, got
carried away). It's easy to divide the
world into twos. It’s easy not to think.

Or, as Mark Twain wrote, “For every
problem there is an answer which is
simple, easy, and wrong.”

This fall, Notre Dame will initiate a
new class of Freshmen (that’s FRESH-
MEN, not “1st Year Students.” God, I
never thought ND, of all places, would
stoop to PC standards. It’s freshmen,
dammit, pronounced FREHSH-min, got
it? Freshmen freshmen freshmen.
Nyah.)

And within the first month of the
semester, Notre Dame’s new students
will unconsciously adopt their beloved
institution’s insistence upon the continu-
ation of high school lifestyles, with 9
class periods a day, immature gender
relations, high school-ish sports pep ral-
lies and dances, an over-reliance on
authority figures instead of developing
their own independent consciences, the
indifferent acceptance of bland Mid-
Western homogeneity, and the automat-
ic merging with the March of the
Lemmings between DeBartolo and
LaFortune each morning.

Unless I get to them first.

Matthew Apple is a creative writing
graduate student at Notre Dame, who
will be stuck here all summer in sunny
South Bend. Contact him at
matthew.t.apple. 1@nd.edu ar
http://www.nd.edu:80/~mapple.
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AND LIGTEN — THE RENPING
OF GAPWEAR ! WHATS GO-
ING ON? SOME TERRIBLE
SHADOW OF POOM
16 MEEPING OVER

THE COMPANY!

WAILING!
THERE'S A
GHASTLY
WAILING
IN THE
HALLS!

GARRY TRUDEAU
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“What lies behind us and
what lies before us are
tiny matters compared to what
lies within us.”

—Oliver Wendell Holmes




